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MODEL A FORD CLUB of VICTORIA Inc.  

A000048Y  ABN 38 251 342 083  

A Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)  

www.modelafordclub.org  

The main aim of our Club is to encourage the purchase, preservation and use of 

the Model A Ford, relevant literature & technical & historical information.  

 

WHO’S WHO 2022 
President:    

Robert & Sue Turner 

(03) 9580 0604  

robsuet@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President:  

Geoff & Rhonda  Hayhow  

0451 532 535 

geoff@geoffhayhow.com 

Treasurer:  

Brian & Carol Churchill 

0408 344 434 

atourer@gmail.com 

Secretary:   

Rob & Sue Rush  

(03) 9457 1377 

srush38@bigpond.net.au 

Committee Members:    

Russell & Gillian Boyle    

0488 246 070 

rbrustya14@gmail.com  

Annette Moodie      
0475 879 242 

aemoodie@westnet.com.au 

Greg Rose & Leah Young   
0417 582 414 

 
 

 

Non Committee Positions 

Webmaster:  

Mark Apterman 

Mark.apterman@gmail.com 

AOMC Delegates:  

Rob Turner  

Kevin Churchill 

Library & Club 
Merchandise  
Sue Rush (03) 9457 1377 

Editor: Kevin & Erica 
Churchill 0412 802 177 

editorial contributions to: 
75fordtorque@gmail.com  or   
P.O. Box 72 Bittern Vic 3918 

Club Permits  

Brenden Wolfe & Lualla Tong 

0409 145 282 

See box at right   
brendenwolfe123@gmail.com    

Life Members:  

Kevin Churchill  2011   

*Bob Fretwell   2018  

Ron MacDonald  2018    

*Bill Mayberry    2018  

Rob Griffiths  2021 

Joan Griffiths 2021  

Faith Hayhow  2021                                                  

* In Memoriam 

The Model A Ford Club of Vic. Inc. was 
founded in 1975 as the Model A Restorers 
Club (Aust) Vic Branch and changed its 
name to Model A Ford Club of Vic in 1982. 
We have hosted National Meets in Echuca 
1982; Wangaratta 1988; Wodonga 2000 and 
Launceston 2010. Members possess a wide 
range of Model A Fords of both Canadian 
and U.S. of A. origin including some rarer 
examples of the marque. 

We meet bi-monthly in the Phyllis Hore 
room at Kew Library — see page 3 for 
details. 

 

CLUB PERMITS 

The Club will sign permits for Ford 
vehicles manufactured between 1918 
and 1948. NEW permits require a 
current road worthy certificate  

Send Permit applications & renewals to:  

Brenden Wolfe 
45 Hacketts Creek Road 

Three Bridges 3797 

and include a stamped, addressed 
envelope for onforwarding to VicRoads 
or return to you. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Please address  other correspondence 
to: The Secretary 

P.O. Box 72 Bittern 3918 OR 
srush38@bigpond.net.au 

All information & views expressed in Ford Torque are the opinions of the writers & do not necessarily represent the views of the Model A Ford Club of Victoria 
Inc. Authors of articles provide their suggestions and opinions as general information only and they, the Club and the Club Committee cannot be held responsible 
for any liability arising from your decision to follow up their suggestions. 
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LOOKING FORWARD  

Club meetings are held bi-monthly in the odd months. Meetings are on the FIRST Wednesday evening EXCEPT 

January which is usually the LAST Wednesday, at 8.00 p.m. SHARP in the Phyllis Hore Meeting Room, Kew 

Library, Cnr. Cotham Road & Civic Drive KEW. Melway 45 D6 NOVEMBER is our AGM 

 

 NEXT MEETING 
   

Wednesday 2nd NOVEMBER  2022 
                   General Meeting & 

 Annual General Meeting  
Rob Griffiths will speak about riding 
the A Train to Perth in 1992 

OCTOBER 2022 

30 Pt. Nepean Heritage Motor Show    
Register to exhibit your vehicle at: https://
pointnepeanmotorshow.com.au  

 

NOVEMBER 2022  

2 Annual General Meeting 3 

12-13 Bendigo Swap Meet  

12 Swap Meet Dinner @ Whitehorse 
Hotel Eaglehawk. 

 

DECEMBER 2022  

4 T & A Christmas Party 3 

JANUARY 2023 

8 Breakfast on the Yarra 3 

25 General Meeting - Guest Speaker  

FEBRUARY 

4 Berwick Swap @ Arkoona Park  

MARCH 

1 General Meeting  

12 VDC Swap Meet @ Yarra Glen 5 

19 All Ford Day Eastern Beach Geelong  

APRIL  

28-30 Florence Thompson Tour 5 

MAY   

21 National Motoring Heritage Day  

NOVEMBER  

1 Annual General Meeting  

Invitation Club Run 

PLANNING AHEAD 2022-23 
GO 
TO 

PAGE 

 
 

 

 
 
 

T & A 
CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
SUNDAY  DECEMBER 4 

Where: 
Ashburton Scout Hall in Ashburton 
Park, High Street Road Ashburton. 

(Melway 60 F9) 

Note: If coming from Warrigal Road 
direction there is NO RIGHT HAND 

TURN INTO RESERVE. 

From: 
10 a.m. til finish—rock up in your A or 

modern and enjoy the festivities. 

Bring: 
Lunch, tables & chairs, hat & 

sunscreen. Tea & coffee provided. 

Activities: 

Bring extra gold coins for the raffle.   

See page 5 for details 

Club Event  

 

BREAKFAST ON THE YARRA 

8th January 2023 

BBQ’s in Alexandra Ave. 
Between Swan Street 
bridge & Morrell Street 
bridge. Melway 2G A9-E11   

from 8 a.m. BYO 
everything.  

If we have re located please call:  

Erica Churchill 0404 811 422 or Kevin 
Churchill 0412 802 177 for our new 
location. 
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After renewal online, the receipt must be printed and kept 

CLUB CLOTHING  

If you wish to purchase Club clothing contact 

Sue or Rob Rush on srush38@bigpond.net.au or  

0438 017 920 for sizing details. 

Prices are below: 

Lady’s Polo Shirt ………………$30 

Man’s Polo Shirt…………………$32 

Lady's Chambray Shirt……$35 

Man’s Chambray Shirt…..…$37 

Jacket, Unisex………………….$96 

ORDER NOW 

Birthday Wishes 

Happy Birthday to all of our Members celebrating a Birthday in November or December, 
including:   

NOVEMBER: 6th Annette Moodie; 8th Ria Mc.Mahon;  9th Ray Gillson;  13th Lloyd Cameron; 13th 

Peter Ryan; 23rd Iain Ross;  24th Ray Newell; 26th John Penhall; 27th Stewart King. 

DECEMBER: 6th Karen Stokes; 11th Evie Wuchatsch; 12th Angela Woodman; 18th Arnold  Chivers; 

21st Sharon Bergman. 24th Marsha Cameron. 

 

 FORD TORQUE 
DEADLINES 

Please Note: I appreciate deadlines 
being observed as it makes 
everyone’s job easier. Items 
received after deadline may be held 
over. 

 

Jan-Feb  16th December 

Mar-Apr  27th January 

May - June   6th April 

                                                                  

                                                         President’s Message  
Not sure where this year has gone but here we are with the AGM 
around the corner and Christmas not far behind. It is important 
that we can form a committee in order to continue. Some of our 
committee members are stepping down in November so we will need 
to fill those positions. My thanks go out to our committee members 
who have worked hard this year and achieved a lot. What will 2023 
bring? We don’t really know and just hope that we can get back to a 
more normal club life. 

 

We had a large number of Victorian members attend the Goulburn National Meet in 
September. I believe there were several cases of Covid during the meet and I hope that 
everyone has now recovered. Congratulations to Russell & Gillian for winning Concours with 
their original Taxi, one of not many left,  
 

Our membership numbers have increased recently and we welcome those members who 
have joined us. I am sure you will enjoy your membership wherever you are and please make 
use of our library collection via Sue Rush. 
Finally, I extend the season’s greetings to you and your families. Wherever you are and 
whatever you are doing, please take care. If you are affected by the floods we are thinking 
of you and if we can help in any way please contact a committee member. 
In the meantime, drive your Model A’s as often as you can. 
 

Rob Turner 
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New Members 

Thank you to the following contributors to this edition: 

Russell Boyle; Colin Lawson, Canada Capital A’s; 

Joe Fox; Bob Bidonde; Rob Turner; Recreational Flyer; 

Script “A” News; Napa Valley A’s; Henry’s A’s 

Raffle Prizes for Christmas Party 
Just a reminder to please look out for gifts that would be suitable for the raffle at the Christmas 
Party.   This helps finance the day as well as being great fun.  Please give your gifts to Ray or Fay 

Gillson. For further enquiries re gift collection leave a message on 03 9457 1377  - Sue & Rob Rush 

Sick List 
 

If you are not 
feeling 100%, we 

are thinking of you 
and hope that life 
improves for you.  

 

 

Ian Hancock & Kathy Murphy, Mallacoota.  

1931 Coupe 

Geoff Aldred, Cohuna. 1930 Tudor 
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Humour  collected by  

Russell Boyle 

 

 

 Member: 

 

(ii) who is restoring an A but is not finished; 

(iii) who has finished restoring their A.  

Committee Member if you 
wish to make a nomination for this Award. Nominations for 2023 
close at the May 3rd General Meeting. There is a Perpetual 
Trophy and a Keepsake Trophy. 

 

 

LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE……... 

1. An Indian chief was feeling very sick, so he summoned the medicine man. After a brief 
examination, the medicine man took a long, thin strip of elk hide and gave it to the chief, 
instructing him to bite off, chew and swallow 1 inch of the leather every day. 

After a month, the medicine man returned to see how the chief was feeling. 

The chief shrugged and said: “The thong has ended, but the malady lingers on.” 

2. Doctor, Doctor, every time I sit down I have hallucinations. I see visions of Mickey 
Mouse and Pluto. And every time I stand up, I see Donald Duck. 

How long have you been having these Disney spells? 

CLUB AWARDS 
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While driving my Model A recently, the engine abruptly shut off for a few seconds be-
fore starting back up again on its own. Weird, right! I was concerned, but everything 
seemed OK, so I kept going. Next time out, it happened again. I tried ‘jiggling’ the pop-
out switch, etc… nothing. Then, after a few seconds, it started and all was OK again. I 
was really concerned now. I noticed that other accessories still worked, so that elimi-
nated the fuse and wiring to the terminal box. During a subsequent brake test (very 
close to home) it shut off and did not re- start! Got out my Volt-Ohm-Milliammeter, 
(VOM - always carry one!) and went through a logical test to find the problem. Boiled 
down to coil or condenser. So I removed the condenser and found that the ground tab 
had become unsoldered from the body of the condenser! I was able to pull it right off! 
Replaced it and it fired right back up. Could have gotten hot enough under the hood to 
loosen the solder, but my guess is that it was a ‘cold joint’ right from the start. Either 
way, it’s a good idea to check that tab when installing a new condenser or when ex-
periencing ignition problems.  

Also, you can check a condenser with your VOM! Some have a setting specifically for 
this purpose, and it will read directly in microfarads (μF). There is some question as to 
the acceptable reading, but somewhere between 200 and 300 μF is generally OK. You 
can also use the Ohm scale… check YouTube or Google to find detailed instructions for 
this procedure.  

Hopefully there is one (somewhat hidden) takeaway here… If you have a problem with 
your car, don’t just start guessing and ‘throwing parts at it’. Use a logical progression of 
trouble- shooting steps to pinpoint the problem, THEN fix it! 

                   

 
When the Ford Motor Co. made parts for vehicles, beginning back in the Model T days, it is 
readily apparent that interchangeability was highly       desirable. 

The basic generator cutout was not changed inside for T generators through early 1939. 

   interchangeable (1928-48) on cars and pickups, including Mercury. 

in the drive shaft housings were interchangeable (1928
-48) on cars and pickups. 

interchangeable (1930-48) on cars and pickups. 

The inner and outer cables with 
made of the same materials. 

The stoplight switch Ford introduced in October of 1929 was interchangeable on four cylinder cars 
(1929-1934), pickups as well as trucks. The switch was also used on Ford-built Jeeps during WWII. 

drive shaft, used to drive the speedometer, were 
interchangeable on cars and pickups built Jeeps during 
WWII. 

The clutch release fork for the single disc pickups, as well 
as trucks. 

The ring gear for the flywheel is also trucks. 

From “Script A News” Script A Region MARCA 
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                                              RACV ALPINE TRIAL        Photos: Russell Boyle 

The centenary of the Alpine  Trial 
was 2021 & RACV had planned to 
celebrate with a re run of that 
event. However, 2021 being what it 
was, the plans were postponed to 
2022. 

On a cool spring morning entrants 
lined up in their magnificent 
machines, including several Model 
A’s. The first day was a “short” run 
to Traralgon for overnight, then 

to Lakes entrance, Wodonga, Bright, 
Mt. Buffalo, Harrietville, Mansfield, 
Healesville, Creswick & home.  

An exciting and interesting nine days 
for the 48 vehicles and their crews.  
The trial started on  15 October. 

Damian & Ruth at the start. 

Damian & Ruth’s Vauxhall Jill, Shirley, Tony, Faye & Ray 

RACV Model A Service Car Russell, Ray, Arnold & Tony & Shirley’s Woody 



 

Ford Torque                                                                                     10                                                              November - December 2022 

 
 

 
 
Distributor Cap Fit and Function  
 
The slot at the rear of the cap body is designed for 20º 
space that allows for full retard (spark lever completely up) 
to full advance movement of the control arm (spark lever all 
the way down). Do not alter that dimension (ref. Canada 
Service Bulletin Sept 1930). When the spark lever is full up, 
the control arm should touch the side of the slot. If not, 
then for 1929 to 1931 with Gemmer steering, loosen the two 
steering column clamps and rotate the column slightly. 

The control arm slot in the cap should allow freedom of 
movement of the arm. The control arm typically has a raised 
centre to provide reinforcement.  
 

The slot should be 3/8” to 7/16” in height as shown in the first photo. Some reproduction caps have an 
additional web in the slot that reduces the slot height to 1/4" and subsequently causes the control arm to 
rub and be pressed down when the cap clamps are snapped on. This will change the position of the points 
with respect to the cam and create uneven point gap as the rotor turns. When this web is cut down to 
3/8” slot height the arm should clear and operate properly. The feature of this repro body is the Ford 
USA script cast on it. This Ford script was added in July 1931 and ‘U.S.A.’ added in August. 

Some repro caps do not fit snuggly on the distributor base and can move sideways. To improve this, 
apply a thin strip of friction tape to the inner lip of the cap body. Recheck the rotor tab to cap 
contact distance, preferably about 0.025”. 

THE MODEL A TOOLBOX                                   By Colin Lawson C.C.A’s 

Cap body - inverted  Extra slot step  Ford U.S.A. script 

Clutch Installation 
 

When it comes time to replace the clutch disc it must be 
aligned in the centre of the flywheel before tightening the 
clutch assembly bolts. This ensures easier alignment when 
installing the transmission. As an alignment tool, use a 
transmission input shaft as shown or a plastic tool as sold by 
Model A vendors. The clutch assembly bolts have a 1/2” head  
and are torqued to 20 ft lb. The six clutch fingers can then 
be tested for correct height by placing a straight edge 
across the back of the clutch assembly and measure for 
5/8” (0.625”) space between the straight edge and the tip 
of each finger. Use a ratchet wrench socket that is close to  
5/8” diameter as an easy measuring tool. After assembly, 
adjust the clutch pedal trunnion to give one inch pedal down 
before clutch engaging. This ensures the clutch fingers do 
not drag on the throwout bearing. Add some grease to the 
throw out bearing lube fitting. 
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              2022 CONCOURS WINNING TAXI                By Casey  

 

 

Model A National Meets are 
scheduled every two years and are 
organised by each state Model A 
Club. Part of the proceedings at each 
Meet is the judging of the Concours 
d’ Originale where Model A’s are 
judged against themselves, for 
originality - an as they came from 
the factory condition.   

Ford had many different body styles, 
including the Taxi, which is a Briggs 
body not a Ford produced body. 
When you look closely at a taxi you 
will notice that it is not a regular 
Briggs body with the 1930 style cowl 
but it has a 28/29 split cowl and fuel 
tank.  

About 4500 taxis were produced in 
1928 and 1929,  280 were made in 
1930, and only 10 of those were made 
in the U.S. Today, Russell & Gillian’s 
1929 taxi is just one of twelve fully 
restored Model A taxis in the world. 
Dealers were still selling 1929s in 
1931. Starting price was $800 (the 
second most expensive body style). 
Later the price was reduced to $725 
sold in lots of 1-50, and $598 sold in 
lots of 50-100. A body alone was 
$465 FOB Detroit. Production of the 
135A stopped in March of 1930.  

Russell & Gillian’s taxi is painted in Duchess 
Blue on the lower body and Cream on the 
upper body. The belt is Black and the stripe 
Cream. Completely restored in the 1980’s 
from two original taxi bodies, Russell 
purchased it in 2019 whilst attending the 
NW Regional Meet, on a trip to the U.S. and 
had it shipped to Australia which went 
extremely well.. 

The U.S. restoration was meticulous and the 
taxi was a MAFCA Award of Excellence 
winner in 2018. Since then, Russell has done 
a further large amount of safety work to 
bring it to his high standard. The Taxi is 
part of Russell & Gillian’s Model A fleet 
which also includes a Mk1 Zephyr in original 
condition. 

Congratulations Russell & Gillian 

Taxi under restoration 

On display in front of the Goulburn Court House 
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MODEL A NATIONAL MEET GOULBURN 2022 

Geoff standing proudly beside his 1929 
Tourer. Geoff’s car is still as reliable as ever 
and has travelled Australia wide. Good to see 
the tradition is being followed. 

This 1930 Sports Coupe has “been 
everywhere” as depicted by all of the town 
names on the radiator. It was good to see 
“Old Liz” & Annette in Goulburn. After a 
slightly eventful trip to Goulburn we are 
pleased to hear that both ladies made it 
home safely. 

Pat & Neville have owned their 1930 Sports Coupe 
since 2002 and have driven it to many National 
Meets. Still looking good. 

The Victorian contingent at the Gala Dinner in 
Goulburn. There were 47 entries from Victoria 
with a total of 85 people. 

Christy & Robert McLaughlin with Rob Taylor 
(NSW). Christy & Robert are from Washington 
state in the U.S. & have been to several Aussie 
National Meets. They are seen here receiving 
their International Entrant Award in Goulburn. 
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MODEL A NATIONAL MEET GOULBURN 2022 

When west meets east! “Glad”, owned by Brett 
Pollack from W.A. meets Russell & Gillian’s Taxi 
originally from WA in the U.S. 

Wallo, Brenden & Greg- what a trio! These three are 
bound to be around wherever fun surfaces. In fact, 
some might say, they are the instigators of fun. 

Fred & Jill drove their 1930 Town Sedan to Goulburn 
in one day from Melbourne. After arriving home they 
then set out on the RACV Alpine Trial. 

Faye & Ray at the Gala Dinner on Friday night. 
It is believed that Ray has almost finished his 
latest restoration. We eagerly await its debut.  

Mark, Rob, Brendan, Joan & Sue on the run to Braidwood. 
The National Trust filmed the proceedings in Braidwood 
where the Model A’s were parked in the main street.                     
Photo: Rob Griffiths 

Goulburn - 4 years without a NM and it was 
fantastic!! Plenty to do and see and old and new 
friends to catch up with.  The sight of 140 
Model A’s travelling to Braidwood will never be 
forgotten. The HQ, the display of Tom Bryant’s 
masterpieces, the technical sessions, the 
people, the incredible organisation. Well done 
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Minutes of the AOMC 

Delegates Meeting 
Saturday 27th August 2022 at 

12:30pm 
  

The meeting was held at the Seymour Club, 

Seymour 
 

There were 83 delegates in attendance 

representing approx. 59 clubs 
 

Chairman Iain Ross welcomed all those 

coming to Seymour for the 3rd delegates 

meeting of 2022 
 

Apologies: Allan Fabry (MG Car Club of 

Victoria), Andrew McDougall (Alvis Car Club 

of Victoria), Arthur Byron (Grampians Vintage 

Vehicle Club), Bill Metcalf (Austin Healey 

Owners Club), Bruce Wilkinson (Lotus Club of 

Victoria), Carl Jones (Mercedes-Benz Club & 

Aust Type 901 Registry), Damian O’Doherty 

(Vintage & Classic Car Club Ballarat), David 

Mills (Seymour & District Car Club), David 

Williamson (Rover Car Club of Australia), 

Dennis Brooks (Historic Commercial Vehicle 

Club of Aust), Dirk Versluys (Nissan Datsun 

Sports Owners Club), Geoff Hergt (Jaguar Car 

Club of Victoria), Geoff O’Neil( Colac 

Collectable Car Club), Howard Coleman (MG 

Car Club of Victoria), Jim Stephens (Maserati 

Club of Australia), Kathy Beimers (US 

Cruisers Club), Lawrence Glynn (BMW 

Drivers Club Melbourne), Martin Ball (Ballan 

Vintage Machinery & Vehicle Club), Patrick 

Sawyer (Escape Motoring), Ray Beagley 

(Southern Peninsular Classic & Historic Car 

Club), Richard Brown (Rover Car Club of 

Australia), Robert Mihelcic (Victorian Torana), 

Ruth Wood (Vintage & Classic Car Club 

Ballarat), Yvonne Barker (Western Vehicle 

Restorers Club). 
 

New Delegates were introduced and 

welcomed: Michael Carter (49-59 Ford 

Customline Car Club), Joe Borg (Mustang 

Owners Club of Aust (Vic)), Peter Carpenter 

(Early Ford V8 Club), Geoff Murdoch (ASRF), 

Christine Anglin (VVCCC of Wangaratta), 

Roger Beattie (Fiat Car Club) 

Minutes of the last Meeting on 23rd May 2022 

were accepted with a motion moved by Bill 

Reid (FB-EK Holden Car Club) seconded by 

Bill Ballard (Ford Owners, Restorers and 

Drivers Club) and carried. 
 

Correspondence: Nothing to report pertaining 

to this meeting 
 

President’s Report: It is good to be getting 

back together and not meeting on Zoom, and 

he hoped that other Clubs were starting to see 

improvement in the numbers returning to 

meetings after the Covid disruptions 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Mark Fenton reported 

that the AOMC finances are currently in a 

strong position and as of the end of July 2022 

the AOMC Cash at Bank is a healthy $320,231 

with additional revenue from the Shannon’s 

American Motoring Show likely in October to 

ensure we remain on a good footing for the 

year. 

With the new financial year, we have 

commenced the membership renewal period 

and have already had almost 70% of Clubs 

renewed which is good progress, so thank you. 

This time of year is also when the annual 

reporting is finalised in time for the AGM in 

November, and this is also underway with no 

significant issues to report. 
 

AOMC Events: Shannon’s American 

Motoring Show on 23rd October 2022 at 

Caribbean Park Events Central. The 2023 

British and European Motoring Show will also 

be held at Caribbean Park, on 26th February 

2023. National Motoring Heritage Day will be 

promoted more heavily next year to help raise 

the public profile of our movement, and all 

Clubs will be asked to participate to show off 

our cars to the public 
 

Current Issues: Some delegates requested at 

the last meeting that the movement be 

represented by a single voice in Victoria, and 

the AOMC has initiated discussions with the 

Victorian Federation to see what can be 

achieved. Keith Mortimer is leading those 

discussions which are due to commence in 

early September. 

Group Insurance Scheme: AOMC has been 

looking at a group insurance scheme through a 

broker. Iain would like to collect more detailed 

information about what Clubs are actually 

paying for different types of insurance, and 

Howard will be contacting a selection of Clubs 

to collect this information in order to help 

identify a competitive offering that would be 

available to AOMC member clubs, especially 

for the smaller clubs that may currently be 

under insured. 
 

VicRoads Consultation: The formalities of the 

changeover to privatisation have now been 

completed, and our past contacts are now no 

longer available to us. AOMC is working to 

maintain close contact with those responsible 

for the CPS and issues relating to our 

movement. 
 

Motoring Shows: we are changing the location 

for AOMC shows from Yarra Glen Racecourse 

to Caribbean Park which is more central and 

the area available is much bigger. Other parts 

of the old Caribbean Gardens previously used 

for swap meets is now part of the Caribbean 

Market and they will no longer be running car 

shows in that area. 
 

Engine Number Records: Philip Johnstone 

reported strong interest in the past few months 

with searches on Pontiac, Packard, Buick, 

Porsche, Daimler, MG, Austin Healey, 

Vauxhall, Austin 7s, Mini Cooper S, 

International trucks and motorcycles, in 

addition to the usual Holden Monaros and 

Toranas and Ford GTs. 

Graham Keys (Wolseley Car Club) thanked 

Philip for the significant help he offered one of 

their members recently and was thanked 

warmly with applause from the floor. 
 

Bereavements and illnesses: Iain noted the 

recent passing of Reg Hunt (of car sales and 

racing driver fame), and Alan Fairweather 

(AOMC Delegate from Western Restorers). 

Iain also welcomed back Rick Cove from 

recent illness. 
 

Delegates’ Reports: 

Chris Henry (GVC Maffra) reported on what is 

happening in the museum recently, including 

their Mostly Motorcycles and Maffra Cars 

display, and noted the AOMCs report that their 

Facebook page promoting this event had 

received the most hits this month which is 

encouraging. With 230 motorcycle and 30 cars 

this display will continue until November and 

after that it with be Rarities and Replicas. 

There is also a new signature event next year 

(19th March 2023) to be known as Songs and 

Cars, which will relate the musical Industry to 

specific cars, and they are currently looking for 

a Big Yellow Taxi and a Pink Cadillac to add 

to their display. They are trying very hard to 

attract a new demographic to the museum by 

looking to cross over with other interests and 

community groups. They also have a booth at 

Motorclassica. 
 

Rick Cove (GHAC) reported that an upcoming 

rally on the Melb. Cup weekend is well under 

way in the planning and entries close on the 9th 

September 2022. The Swap Meet for Latrobe 

Valley Gippsland Historic Automobile Club is 

on 16th October 2022. 

Maureen Ross reported that the Florence 

Thomson rally is on again next year and a 

permanent date has been set for all future 

events, which will now be held on the last 

weekend in April, so please note the new date 

in your calendars. Next year event will be in 

Wangaratta and applications will be open in 

November. The event is owned by the RACV 

and AOMC has been contracted to run it each 

year, to celebrate women’s contribution to 

motoring, and is limited to a maximum of 75 

entries. This year’s event with 60 cars was very 

well supported. The theme this year will be 

“get your granddaughters driving your cars” to 

encourage them to get involved. 
 

Terry Roche (Triumph Car Club) reported that 

for the past 17 years they have met with the 

TCC of ACT and they are doing it again in 

October with 40 cars plus another 40 cars from 

the TR Register. 
 

Graeme Moody highlighted the impact of 

aging members on the ability to run swap 

meets and suggestions have been made that the 

swap meets of the VDC and DVCC should be 

joined because they cannot get enough people 

to man the gates and the car parks. He is 

concerned that many of the younger car owners 

are not engaged in our movements. He asked 

delegates to think about how we can recruit 

younger people into the classic car movement. 
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Delegates’ Meeting Minutes cont’d 

Ian Clarke (DVCC) supported Graeme’s 

comments and spoke of the efforts to involve 

local scout groups in their car club activities 

and they are hopeful that it will enable them 

to involve a couple of scout groups in 

manning the swap meet as well, which has a 

benefit of putting the money into community 

groups as well as getting younger people 

involved in the movement. 
 

Tony Hall (Escape Motoring) spoke of the 

Highball Cars and Coffee events held every 

few months in Melbourne that attract 1000-

2000 cars, with many of them already on CPS, 

but some are just involved in Facebook sites. 

They are just as passionate as we are, and it is 

important that we get them all involved and 

attract them to be affiliated with the AOMC. 
 

Daryl Meek (Goldfields Car Club and VCCA 

Vic) reported that Motorclassica is fully 

subscribed for 7-9th Oct 2022, except that 

there is space for involvement in the Marque 

Park event (replaces Club Sandwich) on 

Friday and Clubs are welcome to attend the 

outside event. Contact Daryl for more 

information if interested. There is also a 

possibility of a 2nd Motorclassica in Sydney 

starting in 2 years’ time. He also spoke of his 

activities in the western districts and invited 

people going to Bay to Birdwood to stop in 

Nhill for a coffee with Daryl to see some of 

the cars he is now storing in his new 

workshop (old Holden Dealers) and also see a 

Vintage Fashion Show. 
 

Paul Vellacott noted 2 major achievements of 

the AOMC related to LH drive vehicles and 

the CPS and gave a brief history of LHD 

vehicles in Australia, which ultimately 

allowed LHD vehicles to be approved for use 

on the CPS together with the use of logbooks 

for the CPS. 
 

John Phoenix (Seymour & District Car Club) 

spoke of their 3rd Show and Shine on 13th 

March 2023, which incorporates a market and 

a swap meet. It is being held in collaboration 

with the Lions Club. He also spoke of one of 

the most historical war memorials in 

Australia, being the Vietnam Veterans War 

Memorial, which is one of the biggest tourist 

attractions in Victoria, and car clubs are 

welcome to come to Seymour to see it. 
 

John Blackwell (Seymour & District Car 

Club) reported that the Army Tank Museum 

at Puckapunyal is closing on the 16th 

December 2022, until it is reopened as a new 

museum outside of the Army base in 2024. 

There is an open day in late October/early 

November and visitors are welcome (with 

appropriate security checks required for its 

current location). 
 

Roger Beattie (Fiat Car Club of Vic) reported 

that the club has had no historic events since 

1991 but they have a new event coming in 

early November (flyers available) and for 

those attending the swap meet in Bendigo, 

there will be a display night under lights at the 

Harness Racing Club on the Friday night. 

 

Guest Speaker: Iain introduced Geoff 

Gwilym, CEO of VACC and invited him to  

tell us about what the VACC is doing to 

represent and advocate for the automotive 

industry. 
 

Geoff noted that this conversation must 

include talking about electric vehicles (EV) 

and the impact on the industry but would also 

note that the privatisation of VicRoads is 

topical and is in progress partly to bring about 

the modernisation of the registration system, 

which is a good thing. 
 

The conversation about EV’s cannot be 

avoided, no matter how right or flawed it may 

be for some. The entire conversation globally 

is about electric cars – it is like it is the only 

conversation. It does not matter where the 

electricity comes from, there is an ideology 

that says it is right. Geoff spoke about 

proposed legislations regarding CO2 

emissions and the programs around the world 

to incentivise the change to electric (and/or 

penalise the internal combustion engine 

technology) and this is having a big influence 

on the automotive industry and car users 

generally. 
 

One of the big issues for the VACC is the 

need for labour to service the changes being 

made to the automotive industry, noting that 

the current trades do not recognise the change 

to digital technologies where problems may 

not be electrical, but due to software coding 

issues. This will require new skills and it is a 

challenge to get young people into the 

industry when wages are low. Wages, and 

therefore costs, will need to lift due to the 

rarity of skills available to the automobile 

service industry. The VACC needs to be 

involved in these discussions. 
 

For ongoing information about the automotive 

industry Geoff referred delegates to his 

regular podcast (with Greg Rust and Shane 

Jacobson) called The Grill, accessible on the 

VACC website. 
 

With questions from the floor, Geoff 

addressed other issues of interest including the 

VACC role in pushing for an annual 

roadworthy for cars over 8 years old. He 

agreed that this is a VACC position consistent 

with their need to support their own members 

commercial interests but it is not a high 

priority, however he also encouraged the 

AOMC to join the conversation and advocate 

for exemptions for club cars, or low mileage 

vehicles to ensure the best outcome is 

achieved without unintended consequences. 
 

VACC is also asking for national schemes 

that address the changes in vehicle recycling 

caused by the change in materials of 

manufacture. He suggested that older cars 

have “more value” in recycling discussions 

because they can be fixed instead of being 

disposed of, and this is part of the debate 

around whether old cars should be banned (eg 

cash for clunkers). He suggested that banning 

old cars probably won’t happen, but future 

controls might involve additional charges 

based on mileage or use, and this would be a 

way to minimise the impact on the low 

mileage old car movement. 

Daryl Meek spoke of his involvement in 

FIVA and the need to get all affected 

Australian parties on the same page and 

overcome an unwillingness to adopt European 

positions when advocating for the historic 

movement. He spoke of European efforts to 

have a consistent definition about using these 

vehicles that involve trade-offs to ensure they 

are historical, not just old, and that we need to 

get on the front foot to advocate for the 

required changes, before we are made to 

change to something not wanted. He also 

noted that annual check-ups in European 

schemes are not necessarily roadworthy 

checks but are a measure to ensure the vehicle 

still meets the historic definition for which 

their exemptions/allowances/permits were 

designed. 
 

Geoff noted the importance of policy 

preparation and that when advocating to 

government it is important to launch your 

policy positions before the Government 

announce theirs, and to make sure your policy 

position aligns with what the Govt want to 

achieve. You are then in the best position to 

influence what the changes are. It is also 

important to provide the numbers/dollars that 

will support the politicians’ arguments. Geoff 

also suggested that the influence of 

independent politicians should not be 

underestimated when planning an advocacy 

strategy. It is also best to ensure that you have 

your policy positions already in their hands as 

they develop their policy position, so the 

earlier you start the better off you will be, and 

there are advantages in doing things such as 

proposing the use of existing European 

standards as it means there is less work to be 

done to prepare for change. 
 

When asked about the implementation of e-

roadworthies by VicRoads he believed that 

despite issues in its initial implementation it is 

actually now going OK, and the new 

consortium will probably continue to improve 

the process. 
 

Geoff concluded by sharing his excitement for 

the automotive industry and was happy to 

receive the invite to address the AOMC today 

and enjoyed the discussion. 
 

Iain thanked Geoff for a most interesting 

presentation and hoped that the AOMC and 

VACC could work together in the future to 

help secure the future of the historic 

movement and the automotive industry in 

Victoria. 
 

Iain thanked the delegates for coming today 

and referred them to the AOMC website to 

stay up to date with the latest developments. 

 

The meeting closed at 2:22pm 



 

Ford Torque                                                                                     16                                                              November - December 2022 

 

 

 
Permaculture 

In 1972, Bill Mollison had the epiphany which led to the development of 
permaculture, a concept that uses a natural approach to designing self-sufficient human 
settlements and agricultural systems. 

Today permaculture is an alternative to chemical-based agriculture which can be 
harmful to humans and the environment 

 

Wi-Fi technology 

In 1992 John O’ Sullivan and the CSIRO developed Wi-Fi technology, used by more 
than a billion people around the world today. The core parts of the technology came out of 
research in the mid-1970s in the field of radio astronomy, when John and his colleagues at 
the CSIRO were originally looking for the faint echoes of black holes. 

As a result of this work, the CSIRO has held key patents for Wi-Fi technology 
since the mid-1990s, bringing the organisation millions of dollars in royalties every year. 

Plastic spectacle lenses 
In 1960 Sola Optical released the first scratch-resistant plastic lens for glasses. 

The technology was further developed to create the first plastic bifocal, trifocal, and 
progressive-focus lenses. Plastic lenses are used throughout the world due to their many 
benefits including safety, their light weight, and durability. 

Inflatable escape slide and raft 

In 1965 Jack Grant, an employee of Qantas, invented the inflatable aircraft 
escape slide, which is now mandatory safety equipment on all major airlines. The slides 
can also be used as a flotation device if the aircraft lands on water. 

More Australian Ingenuity - Some of Australia’s world changing inventions. 



 

Ford Torque                                                                                     17                                                              November - December 2022 

 



 

Ford Torque                                                                                     18                                                              November - December 2022 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you know the Model A Ford came 
from Ford without a  fuse. 

This is most likely not the best thing. So 
us folks that think we know so much more 
than Henry ever did have often set out to 
add a fuse into our trusty Model A. 

The 
problem 
here is (in 
my 
opinion) 
that we 
add only 
one fuse. 
A result 
of having 
one 

fuse is that when we get a short in the 
tail light or horn while we are driving 
down the      

 and you come to a stop right 
in front of the 

 

What I always do is use two fuses, one 
for the ignition system and one for the 
rest of the car. 

Just something to think about! 
Henry’s A’s 

SHORTER PITMAN ARMS 

Some thoughts about the shorter pitman arm:  

Q: Does cutting the pitman arm 1½” 
improve the car’s steering? Does anyone 
have experience with this? 

A: You can buy a shorter pitman arm. Why 
risk breaking a homemade one? 

I bought a shorter one. The car steers 
easier and I’ve not noticed any difference 
in turning radius. It still turns lock to lock. 

If you have any play in your steering now, it 
will be increased play with a shorter arm. 

So here’s an off the wall thought… with the 
28-30 steering column brace being mounted 
to the bottom of the gas tank, I wonder if 
the shorter pitman would reduce the strain 
on the mounting point? 

Yes it will…but it’s not going to be much as 
the column should be bolted solid in the 
frame. What is breaking the tank supports 
loose is people that help themselves into the 
car by using the steering wheel. 

- Napa Valley A’s 
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& to Editor

to P.O. Box 72 Bittern 3918 email to

to (2) 

 
 
 

MODEL A ENGINE, COMPLETE 

Running - #2 has a crack which can be 
stitched & sleeved to standard.    

$1,000 

RADIATORS 
Standard tube - no top tank $100 
Standard tube, complete $150 
Moyle Bunworth  0417 556 694 
mbunworth4@gmail.com             9/22 

FOR SALE FOR SALE 

 
 
 
YOUR Wanted and For Sale ads. An ad 
in Ford Torque brings results and if 
selling your car could bring a new 
Member into the Club. 

WANTED 
 
 
 

For 1928/29 Model A Ford 

Pair Valance Panels; Exhaust Manifold; 

Splash Apron (below radiator) 

Fuel Gauge & Pair Bonnet Shelves 

Call Ray on 0411 42 45 46 9/22 

WANTED 

 
 

  

To suit 1928/29 Model 
A Roadster. 
1-LH door and LH 
windscreen post. 
Mark Border 0438 399 609 
E. mdborder@bigpond.net.au    
 

9/22 

 
ORIGINAL 1928-29 Model A Ford FUEL CAP in undamaged, unrestored 

condition with nickel plating in good condition. I am prepared to pay 

$200 or more for a mint condition cap if there is one out there and it 

is available. If selling your own cap means you are without one, I can 

provide a very good original one to replace it.  
Contact: Rod Webster 0401 524 282.  

WANTED WANTED 

WANTED 

WANTED 

 
 

  
 

1975 EASY TOW POP TOP CARAVAN  
 

Fully Restored inside and out Reg 
X13-763 till Feb 2023 $10,000 or 
offer. PH Don 0417373540 

mailto:mdborder@bigpond.net.au
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This 1896 Quadricycle Replica built by Tom Bryant was on display as we walked 
into the Rally Headquarters and formed an impressive talking point.   

Tom’s Quadricycle is fully operational, being driven by a 2 cylinder, 58.9 cu. in. 
engine - 2.5” bore X 6” stroke and a 2 speed gear box. Rear wheels driven by a 
belt that could be tightened to act as a clutch and then by chain to the rear axle 
that had a differential.  The foot brake is attached to the driver who, literally, 
places his foot on the left hand wheel in order to stop. 

1896 FORD Quadricycle   Replica 


